
Countries most likely to suffer 
water stress in 2040
The World Resources Institute (WRI), a global organisation that seeks to create 
conditions of equity and prosperity through the sustainable management of 
natural resources, used a set of climate models and socio-economic scenarios 
to rate the water stress - when the demand for water is higher than the amount 
available - of 167 countries by 2040.

26
countries with extremely high 
water stress (ranges between 
4.00 and 5.00)

14
countries of the 33 are located in 
Middle East (the region faces 
exceptional challenges)

Kuwait 5.00

Chipre 5.00

Oman 5.00

Qatar 5.00

Bahrain 5.00

Lebanon 5.00

United Arab 
Emirates

5.00

Saudi Arabia 4.98

Israel 4.94

Egypt 4.85

Libya 4.81

Yemen 4.69

Botswana 4.66
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Iran 4.65

Jordan 4.62

Chile 4.47

San Marino 4.45

Belgium 4.41

Greece 4.34

Tunisia 4.28

Namibia 4.18

South Africa 4.17

Iraq 4.15

India 4.11

Siria 4.01

México 4.00
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Source: WRI (World Resources Institute), 2024.
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